‘SCHIZOPHRENIA IN CHILDREN’ by unknown
The major change associated with the re-organisation of the Health Services
in Northern Ireland has created a rather unstable situation but the Committee
has also considered the implications of the recognition of the large area hospitals
as teaching hospitals and take a unanimously pessimistic view of the capability
of the radiological departments of these hospitals being able to achieve a reason-
able teaching commitment. This is with the notable exception of Altnagelvin
Hospital, but even there staffing accomodation and teaching aids are less than
satisfactory.
When one looks forward to the teaching of radiology, one is impressed by the
necessity that while radiology will continue, only clinically applied radiology will
advance. It is felt that radiology in particular lends itself to the use of teaching
machines in training and it is to be hoped that an integrated policy regarding the
implementation of the use of teaching aids will be followed in future.
The members of the Committee are: Dr. E. M. Mcllrath I(Chairman) (Royal
Victoria Hospital), Dr. A. D. Gough (Royal Victoria Hospital and The Ulster
Hospital), Dr. R. S. Crone (Royal Victoria Hospital and Musgrave Park Hospital)
and Lieut. Col. D. G. C. Whyte (Altnagelvin Hospital).
E. M. McI.
BOOK REVIEW
'SCHIZOPHRENIA IN CHILDREN'. J. Louise Despert, M.D. (Pp. vi+215;
£3.00). New York: Brunner/Mazel and London: Butterworth, 1971.
THIS book is composed of previously published papers by the author, Dr. Despert, the
papers dating from 1937 to 1952. It consists of eleven chapters, each chapter being the
subject of a separate previously published paper.
It is quickly apparent from reading through this book that Dr. Despert has had continued
and detailed contact with a great number of disturbed children and has recorded in some
considerable detail her observations of these children. I feel this is perhaps one of the most
valuable aspects of the book.
The title of the book 'Schizophrenia in Children' raises some questions. One school of
thought believes that these disturbances are related to adult schizophrenia. Another school
feels that the processes occuring in childhood are quite different from those taking place in
the adult schizophrenic. There is considerable confusion in the childhood literature about
the use of the term 'schizophrenia' and the term 'childhood schizopherenia'.
The papers range from the qualitative or quantitative differences in the disease process
in childhood, a fairly detailed examination of delusional and hallucinatory phenomena in
children and an examination of the differential diagnosis of obsessional compulsive neuroses
and schizophrenia in children with similiar symptoms. There is also a very good descrip-
tion of the psychological disturbance in the parents of the children, although much present-
day thinking throws some doubt on the specific nature of this disturbance. Finally there
is a very good description of the psychotherapy process with these children .
This is a book one would recommend to anyone working in the field of childhood psychia-
tric disturbance. It is perhaps not a textbook that would be easily followed by someone
only peripherally involved. I feel the individual descriptions of these processes and symnpto-
matology are excellent but like any good examination of the subject it raises a great number
of questions to which the answers remain to be found. W.McC.N.
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